DIFFICULTY: ®

Hint box!

Dashes are useful for separating off parts of a sentence which introduce additional
information that could be omitted.

They are used more regularly in more informal writing and newspaper reporting.

Eg. My favourite foods - pizza, pasta and gelato - can all be found in Italy.

Dashes also introduce afterthoughts, especially those of a surprising or unexpected nature.

Eg. The competition was won easily by the best competitor - my dad!

- )

1. Which of these sentences uses a dash correctly?

Statements Correct Incorrect

Whilst swimming in the sea, - you must be careful for the
deadliest creature of all the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful - for the
deadliest creature of all - the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful for the
deadliest creature of all - the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful for the
deadliest creature - of all the Great White Shark.

2. For each of these sentences, rewrite them, placing the dashes into the correct places.

a) The first day of our holidays can be described in one word incredible!

b) Our music teacher Mrs Birch teaches us guitar every Thursday.

¢) My favourite subjects PE, art and drama are taught by Mr Stensman.

d) Scoops the best ice-cream parlour in town is where | am going for my birthday party.
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3. Select the most relevant information for each sentence.

my favourite

football team located in Paris my babysitter

a) The Eiffel Tower - - is 300 metres tall.

b) Chelsea FC - - won their match 6 - 0.

¢) David - - took us to the park.
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Hint box!

Dashes are useful for separating off parts of a sentence which introduce additional
information that could be omitted.

They are used more regularly in more informal writing and newspaper reporting.

Eg. My favourite foods - pizza, pasta and gelato - can all be found in Italy.

Dashes also introduce afterthoughts, especially those of a surprising or unexpected nature.

Eg. The competition was won easily by the best competitor - my dad!

- )

1. Which of these sentences uses a dash correctly?

Statements Correct Incorrect

Whilst swimming in the sea, - you must be careful for the o
deadliest creature of all the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful - for the '®)
deadliest creature of all - the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful for the O
deadliest creature of all - the Great White Shark.

Whilst swimming in the sea, you must be careful for the o
deadliest creature - of all the Great White Shark.

2. For each of these sentences, rewrite them, placing the dashes into the correct places.

a) The first day of our holidays can be described in one word incredible!

The first day of our holidays can be described in one word - incredible!

b) Our music teacher Mrs Birch teaches us guitar every Thursday.

Our music teacher - Mrs Birch - teaches us guitar every Thursday.

¢) My favourite subjects PE, art and drama are taught by Mr Stensman.

My favourite subjects - PE, art and drama - are taught by Mr Stensman.

d) Scoops the best ice-cream parlour in town is where | am going for my birthday party.

Scoops - the best ice-cream parlour in town - is where | am going for my birthday party.
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3. Select the most relevant information for each sentence.

my favourite

football team located in Paris my babysitter

a) The Eiffel Tower - located in Paris - is 300 metres tall.

b) Chelsea FC - my favourite football team - won their match 6 - 0.

¢) David - my babysitter - took us to the park.
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